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387 March 4, 1904 

The success which has followed the methods, and they are certainly 
very rational methods, which have been employed by the director of 
public health, Doctor St. Cruz (who, by the way, has been in office 
not quite a year yet), has imbued the better class of the inhabitants 
of Rio de Janeiro with a confidence in and a willingness to aid, both 
personally and officially, the department of which he is the head. 

This is a state of affairs which, I am credibly informed, has not been 
existent here for a number of years. 

As a proof of the work that has been done in the last six months by 
the mosquito brigade, there has not been one case of yellow fever 
occuring here which can be stated to be a secondary case, i. e. , dis- 
tinctly traceable to any other previous case. This is, I believe, a fact. 
If it be so, it certainty speaks volumes to the credit of the health 
department. 

A very important ruling under the new sanitary law is one which 
directs that hereafter all cases of malarial fevers shall be treated with 
the same precautions in regard to the spread of malarial fever by the 
agency of mosquitoes as are now used to prevent the spread of yellow 
fever. 

This will undoubtedly prove most efficacious in regard to preventing 
the dissemination of malarial affections and incidentally will be a most 
interesting study for anyone interested in the prevention of disease. 

The results, as they may occur, I shall take pleasure in acquainting 
your office with. 

Recrudescence of plague at Para. 

From the daily press reports there seems to be a slight recrudescence 
of the bubonic plague in Belem, Para. This city is better known Out- 
side of Brazil by its other name, Para, the capital of the State of the 
same name. 

I have written the consul there for full particulars and will forward 
same to you when I receive them. 

According to the reports, on January 28 there were 2 new cases, 
with 5 cases in the isolation hospital; on the following day there was 
1 new case and another case was reported January 30. 

Report for week ended January 30, 190^. 

During the week ended January 30 I inspected and issued to one 
vessel bill of health, namely, the British steamship Calderon, bound 
for New York with a cargo of coffee only, and carrying no passengers 
of any class. This vessel had, previously to her arrival here from 
Santos, been disinfected at the Ilha Grande quarantine station. 

During the week ended on the last day of January there were in all 
293 deaths in this city. Of this number 1 was due to yellow fever, 
with 5 new cases, leaving at the end of the week 2 cases in the Hos- 
pital Sao Sebastiao. Five deaths were due to plague, with 8 new cases, 
the deaths occurring in four localities in the city, and in 1 case in 
the isolation hospital. 

Nineteen deaths were caused by variola, and of this disease 29 new 
cases were reported during the week. At the end of the week there 
were 27 cases of plague in the Hospital Paulo Candido under treatment, 
and in the Hospital Sao Sebastiao there were 52 cases of variola being 
treated. 



